
 
  

                       Early Career & Scholars’ Track 
 

Directors Cut:  Trials and Tribulations of Your First Trial 
9:00 am – 10:00 am 
 
Moderator: Connor Brenna, MD, University of Toronto, Toronto, ON, Canada 
 

Leading Your First Multi-Center Trial: Perspectives and Lessons Learned 
Jessica Spence, MD, PhD 
McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 
 
Leading Your First Industry-Funded Trial: Perspectives and Lessons Learned 
Ashish Khanna, MD, FCCP, FCCM 
Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC 
 
Moderated Q&A Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, TN 
 

 
 

The Resilience Playbook: Turning Adversity into Academic Momentum 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 
Moderator: Lauriane Guichard, MD, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC 
 

Early Trials, Enduring Lessons 
Max Kelz, MD, PhD 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA  
 
The Power of “No” and Mentorship 
Julie Freed, MD, PhD 
Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI 
 
 
Prioritizing What Matters Most for a Lasting Career 
Miles Berger, MD, PhD 
Stanford University, Stanford, CA 
 

 

Rapid Fire Panel IARS Scholars Day 2026 (Montreal): 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 
 
Moderator: Christopher Roberts, MD, PhD, Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI 
 
Understanding Cell Death and Metabolism in Acute and Chronic Lung Disease  
Saul Siller, MD, PhD  
Yale University, New Haven, CT 



 
 
The Optimizing Patient-centered outcomes Using opioid minimization Strategies (OPUS) Anesthesia Trial  
Michael Verret, MD, PhD  
Université Laval, Quebec City, QC 
 
Lymphatics as a Translational Frontier in Anesthesiology  
Katarina Ruscic, MD, PhD  
Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, MA 
 
Characterizing the Dynamics of Leukocyte Populations in the Early Response to Acute Ischemic and Infectious 
Inflammation  
Sylvia Ranjeva, MD, PhD  
Beth Israel Deaconess, Boston, MA 
 
Genetic Associations with Chronic Postsurgical Pain  
Stephan Frangakis, MD, PhD  
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
 


